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John Edwards 
Outlines the “Great 
Moral Test of 
Our Generation” 
 

   At the Iowa Democratic Party’s 
Jefferson Jackson Dinner today, 
Senator John Edwards is calling on 
America to rise up and meet the “great 
moral test of our generation” – 
ensuring that our children have a better, 
more prosperous life than we’ve had. 
   “This election is not about the past, 
it’s about the future,” Edwards says. 
“And the question is, what are we 
going to do for our children? Are you 
willing to look your children in the 
eye and say ‘I’m going to turn this 
mess over to you?’ Because if you 
turn your back on the incompetence 
and corruption that exists in 
Washington today, that’s exactly what 
you’re saying – you’re saying I’m 
going to let my children and my 
grand-children take care of that. I am 
not willing to do that.” 
   Edwards grew up working along-
side his father in a mill and was the 
first in his family to go to college. He 
has dedicated his campaign to making 
sure that all Americans have the same 
opportunities that he’s had – and that 
we meet our obligation to the next 
generation. 
   From universal health care to 
ending poverty; from radically 
overhauling No Child Left Behind to 
revitalizing our rural economy, Ed-
wards has outlined a broad agenda to 
restore America’s promise. He be-
lieves that doing so will require more 
than just a new president – it will 
require a president willing to actually 
challenge powerful interests and fix 
the broken system in Washington. 
   “You can’t pretend the system 
doesn’t exist, but you also can’t pre-
tend it works,” Edwards said, “When 
oil company lobbyists write our 
energy laws and drug company lobby-
ists write our prescription drug plan, 
it’s regular folks who lose out. And 
no matter what anyone tells you, if 
the Democratic nominee depends on 
insurance company lobbyists to bank-
roll the campaign, we’ll never get the 
health care reform America needs.”  

Avoiding Mistakes 
Of Iraq: A New 
Strategy for Iran 

 

   Earlier this week in Iowa City, Senator John 
Edwards delivered a speech outlining a new 
strategy to deal with the threat of Iran 
without repeating the mistakes of Iraq. 
   In the speech, Edwards condemned 
George Bush’s “preventive war” doctrine, 
invoking the words of former President 
Harry Truman: “There is nothing more 
foolish than to think that war can be 
stopped by war. You don’t ‘prevent’ 
anything other than peace.” 
   Edwards also made clear that he has 
learned the hard lessons of Iraq – including 
the critical lesson that granting George 
Bush, Dick Cheney, and the neocons any 
more authority to inch us toward war is a 
profoundly bad idea. Edwards strongly 
criticized the Senate for approving the 
recent Bush-Cheney request to declare 
Iran’s military a terrorist organization, which the 
administration quickly used as a justification for 
a more aggressive posture toward Iran. 
   As part of his commitment to outlining 
specific, detailed ideas, Edwards offered 
five principles to deal with Iran. 
   “First and foremost, we need to ensure 
that the preventive war doctrine goes where 
it belongs – the trash-heap of history,” 
Edwards said. “Second, we need bolder and 
more targeted economic sanctions. Third, we 
should use diplomacy to convince Iran to 
abandon its nuclear ambitions and re-join 
the world community. Fourth, we must 
reengage with Iran – because diplomacy is 
not a sign of weakness. Finally, we must 
reengage other major nations, including 
China and Russia, on the challenge of Iran.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bold Solutions for Real Change 
John Edwards’ new Iowa policy book has been 
called “courageous”, “specific” and “the most 
comprehensive piece of literature in this 
campaign” by caucus goers across the state. 
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With just over 50 days to go until caucus night, John Edwards’ campaign is kicking into high gear. After becoming the first candidate to visit and take 
questions in all 99 counties, Edwards is continuing to travel throughout the state to meet with Iowans and discuss the important issues facing our country.  
 

Picking Up Steam in Iowa and Nationwide 
 

50-state general election strategy. He is the only 
candidate who has ever won in a solidly “red” state, he is 
the only Democratic candidate who comes from a rural 
community, and he is the only Democratic candidate 
from the South – which has been home to the only 
Democratic presidents of the last 40 years. 
   “There is no question that the race in Iowa and beyond is 
going to be close,” said Edwards’ Iowa State Director 
Jennifer O’Malley Dillon. “But we have the momentum, 
resources, and organization we need to win Iowa, the 
nomination, and the general election. Most importantly, we 
have a candidate who can compete and win anywhere. Not 
just in safe Democratic states – but places like Missouri, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Virginia, and North Carolina.”  

   Last month, The Edwards Extra broke the story that 
John Edwards is the first – and only – Democratic 
candidate to have visited and taken questions from 
Iowans in all 99 counties. Though all the leading 
candidates have spent a similar number of days in the 
state, Edwards has been to far more counties, 
answered far more questions, and given far more 
details than any other candidate. 
   A few days after reaching this milestone, Edwards 
clearly distinguished himself from the rest of the field 
during a presidential debate in Philadelphia and was 
widely considered the hands-down winner by 
pundits in Iowa and across the country.  
   Building off of that strong performance, Edwards 
went live with his first major Iowa television ad last 
week – a 60-second piece entitled "Heroes" in which 
Edwards calls on the Democratic Party to “have a little 
backbone” and stand up for regular, hard-working Americans. 
   Couple all that with his array of union endorse-
ments – including State Councils of the Service Em-
ployees International Union in Iowa, New Hamp-
shire and ten other states, the Carpenters, Steelworkers, 
Transport Workers, Mine Workers and Iowa Postal Workers 
unions – and it is clear Edwards is gaining momentum.  
   In addition to his unique, 99-county strategy in 
Iowa, Edwards has pledged to embrace a 50-state 
strategy as the Democratic Party’s nominee. 
   “Democrats will never win in so-called ‘red areas’ if 
we don’t go to them,” Edwards said. “I have proven 
to Iowans that I am willing to campaign in every area of 
the state, no matter how rural or how ‘red’, and as the 
Democratic nominee I won’t concede a single vote, a 
single area, or a single state to the Republicans in 2008.” 
   In fact, nationwide and state by state polling results 
show Edwards as the strongest candidate to pursue a

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Internet: “Heroes” Ad 
Edwards went live with his first major Iowa television ad 
recently – a 60-second piece entitled “Heroes” in which he 
speaks passionately about the need to stand up for regular, 
hard-working Americans – the true American heroes. You can 
watch the full ad online at www.johnedwards.com/iowa

Classified Ad 
Iowa Caucus Goer seeking pres. 
candidate – unvrsl health care plan 
& provn ablty to win in a red state 
rqd. Honest enuf to admt Iraq war 
vote was mistake; strng enuf to 
stand up to spcl intrsts. No PAC or 
lbyist $$ EVER. Aply by 1/3/08. 

 

Why I am Running 
By John Edwards, Candidate for President 
 

   Twenty generations of Americans have 
passed on a better life to their children. 
But today – unless we change course – 
there’s a real danger of our generation 
becoming the first to fail that test. 
   And it's not the fault of the American 
people. The American people have not 
changed. The American people are still 
the strong, courageous people they have 
always been. The problem is what our 
government has become. It is up to us to 
do something about it. 
   I am proud to be the only candidate who has 
never taken a dime from PACs or lobbyists, 
because I believe our president should work 
for the people – not the special interests. 
   I’ve spent my career fighting on behalf 
of regular people who don’t have a voice. 
I’ve taken on drug companies, insurance 
companies and other powerful interests 
– and I’ve beaten them.  As president, I’ll 
restore a government that actually works 
for regular Americans again. 
   I run for president on behalf of my 
father who worked in a mill his entire life. 
   I run for president on behalf of the men and 
women who worked in that mill with my father. 
   I run for president on behalf of all those 

 

who lost their jobs and the families who 

were devastated when that mill closed. 

   I run for president on behalf of all the 
women who have come up to 
Elizabeth and me and told us that like 
Elizabeth they had breast cancer – but 
unlike Elizabeth they did not have 
health care coverage. 
   I run for president on behalf of all 
those who came before us, who 
ensured we’d have a better future than 
they did – and who have entrusted us 
with the same responsibility. 
   We know this country is better than 
what we’ve seen in recent years. We are 
better than NAFTA, Katrina, and 
Guantanamo. And I am relentlessly 
optimistic that together we can build One 
America – where everyone who works 
hard earns a decent wage, where every 
young person is guaranteed a quality 
education, where no one goes to bed 
hungry, and where every single American 
has quality health care coverage. 
   This fight is more than just an election 
for me – it is the cause of my life. I ask 
you to join me, because together, we 
can bring about the change America 
desperately needs. 
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Across 
1. Curved glass 
5. 17 in Rome 
9. Rodent in 2000 
Bush political ad 
12. Pieces 
13. Alternative form 
of power 
14. Smaller than a 
megabyte, for short 
16. Contains Iowa Cty.
18. Wooly-haired 
mammal 
19. Greedy CEO’s 
feeling toward John 
20. Measurement of 
fat and muscle, abbr.
21. “Iowa is _____!”
29. Change from 
liquid to gas 
30. Comes before Nov.
31. Some animals’ 
home 
32. Managers 
35. “Warning: I’m 
____ you” 
37. Pal 
39. An hour later 
than CDT 
40. With 42 across, 
business boom 
during John’s time 
in the Senate 
42. See 40 across 
43. Perennial plant 
in South America 
44. Digital Library 
Federation, abbr. 
45. New York City 
neighborhood 
47. Insects’ 
attractant 
49. Asia’s neighbor, 
for short 
51. Marble game 

52. Old-fashion way 
to address royalty 
53. Offering deep 
discounts 
58. Maiden name 
59. Mineral 
60. “I am the alpha 
and the ____” 
63. University of 
Iowa’s rival 
69. Long story 
70. Scrawny 
71. Flows partner 
72. Unlike John, what 
some candidates run for
73. Shade-loving 
ground plant 
74. Bird’s home 

Down 
1. JFK’s successor 
2. Ending to children’s 
song “e, i, _____.” 
3. Undefined term,   
in math 
4. Form of ID 
5. This puzzle, for 
short 
6. Climbing plants 
7. Corp. ending 
8. What John and 
Elizabeth said on 
7/30/1977 
9. Hand-woven rug 
10. Cash machine, for 
short 
11. Alternative to coffee
14. They follow “J” 
15. Attempt to sack 
the quarterback 
17. Mr. (polite) 
20. Campaign pin 
21. Receded 
22. Scribbles 

23. Pensively yearning
24. Capone and Gore 
25. Talk affectionately
26. County, state of 
John’s national HQ, 
abbr. 
27. Like a bad 
politician; stiff 
28. Why you should 
caucus for John 
33. McMahon & Sullivan
34. To calm 
36. Suffix for gen or bi
 

38. Unlike others, John 
____ to be specific 
41. Type of Asian 
cuisine 
46. Possess  
48. CBS thriller 
50. Ender for driving 
or shooting 
54. Presidential ____ 
55. Wedding dresses 
56. Asks for 
forgiveness 
57. Picture quality, for 
short 

60. Building ____ 
America 
61. Plod 
62. Darwin’s theory, 
abbr. 
63. Computer 
manufacturer 
64. Winning tic-tac-toe 
combination 
65. Double digits, barely 
66. Honest ____  
67. Cable TV channel 
68. New York clock 
setting, abbr. 


