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Avoiding Mistakes
Of Iraq: A New
Strategy for Iran

Hatlier this week in lowa City, Senator John
Edwards delivered a speech outlining a new
strategy to deal with the threat of Iran
without repeating the mistakes of Iraq.

In the speech, Edwards condemned
Geotge Bush’s “preventive war’” docttine,
invoking the words of former President
Harry Truman: “There is nothing more
foolish than to think that war can be
stopped by war. You don’t ‘prevent
anything other than peace.”

Edwards also made clear that he has
learned the hard lessons of Iraq — including
the critical lesson that granting George
Bush, Dick Cheney, and the neocons any
more authority to inch us toward war is a
profoundly bad idea. Edwards strongly
criticized the Senate for approving the
recent Bush-Cheney request to declare
Iran’s military a terrorist organization, which the
administration quickly used as a justification for
amore aggressive posture toward Iran.

As part of his commitment to outlining
specific, detailed ideas, Edwards offered
five principles to deal with Iran.

“First and foremost, we need to ensure
that the preventive war doctrine goes where
it belongs — the trash-heap of history,”
Edwards said. ““Second, we need bolder and
more targeted economic sanctions. Third, we
should use diplomacy to convince Iran to
abandon its nuclear ambitions and re-join
the wotld community. Fourth, we must
reengage with Iran — because diplomacy is
not a sign of weakness. Finally, we must
reengage other major nations, including
China and Russia, on the challenge of Iran.”
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John Edwards’ new Iowa policy book has been
called “courageous”, “specific” and “the most
comprehensive piece of literature in this

campaign” by caucus goers across the state.

Gaining Momentum

details than any other candidate.

A few days after reaching this milestone, Edwards
clearly distinguished himself from the rest of the field
during a presidential debate in Philadelphia and was
widely considered the hands-down winner by
pundits in Iowa and across the country.

Building off of that strong performance, Edwards
went live with his first major Iowa television ad last
week —a 60-second piece entitled "Heroes" in which
Edwards calls on the Democratic Party o “have a lide
backbone”” and stand up for regular, hard-working Ameticans.

Couple all that with his array of union endorse-
ments — including State Councils of the Service Em-
ployees International Union in Iowa, New Hamp-
shire and ten other states, the Carpenters, Steclwotkers,
Transport Workers, Mine Workers and Iowa Postal Workers
unions—and itis dear Edwards is gaining momentum.

In addition to his unique, 99-county strategy in
lowa, Edwards has pledged to embrace a 50-state
strategy as the Democratic Party’s nominee.

“Democrats will never win in so-called ‘red areas’ if
we don’t go to them,” Edwards said. I have proven
to Iowans that I am willing to campaign in every area of
the state, no matter how rural or how ‘red’, and as the
Democratic nominee I won’t concede a single vote, a
single area, or a single state to the Republicans in 2008.”

In fact, nationwide and state by state polling results
show Edwards as the strongest candidate to pursue a

With just over 50 days to go until caucus night, John Edwards’ campaign is kicking into high gear. After becoming the first candidate to visit and take
questions in all 99 counties, Edwards is continuing to travel throughout the state to meet with Iowans and discuss the important issues facing our country.

Picking Up Steam in Iowa and Nationwide

Last month, The Edwards Extra broke the story that
John Edwards is the first — and only — Democratic
candidate to have visited and taken questions from
Towans in all 99 counties. Though all the leading
candidates have spent a similar number of days in the
state, Edwards has been to far more counties,
answered far more questions, and given far more

50-state general election strategy. He is the only
candidate who has ever won in a solidly “red” state, he is
the only Democratic candidate who comes from a rural
community, and he is the only Democratic candidate
from the South — which has been home to the only
Democratic presidents of the last 40 years.

“There is no question that the race in lowa and beyond is

going to be dose,” said Edwards’ Iowa State Director

Jennifer O’Malley Dillon. “But we have the momentum,
resources, and otganizaton we need to win lowa, the
nomination, and the general election. Most importantly, we
have a candidate who can compete and win anywhere. Not

just in safe Democratic states — but places like Missout,

hard-worki

Ohio, Oklahoma, Virginia, and Notth Carolina.”

From the Internet: “Heroes” Ad
Edwards went live with his first major Iowa television ad
recently — a 60-second piece entitled “Heroes” in which he
speaks passionately about the need to stand up for regular,
Americans — the true American heroes. You can
watch the full ad online at www.johnedwards.com/iowa

John Edwards
Outlines the “Great
Moral Test of
Our Generation”

At the Iowa Democratic Party’s
Jefferson  Jackson Dinner today,
Senator John Edwards is calling on
America to rise up and meet the “great
moral test of our generation” -—
ensuring that our children have a better,
more prosperous life than we’ve had.

“This election is not about the past,
it’s about the future,” Edwards says.
“And the question is, what are we
going to do for our children? Are you
willing to look your children in the
eye and say ‘I'm going to turn this
mess over to you?’ Because if you
turn your back on the incompetence

and corruption that exists in
Washington today, that’s exactly what
you’re saying — you’re saying I'm

going to let my children and my
grand-children take care of that. I am
not willing to do that.”

Edwards grew up working along-
side his father in a mill and was the
first in his family to go to college. He
has dedicated his campaign to making
sure that all Americans have the same
opportunities that he’s had — and that
we meet our obligation to the next
generation.

From wuniversal health care to
ending poverty; from  radically
overhauling No Child Left Behind to
revitalizing our rural economy, Ed-
wards has outlined a broad agenda to
restore America’s promise. He be-
lieves that doing so will require more
than just a new president — it will
require a president willing to actually
challenge powerful interests and fix
the broken system in Washington.

“You can’t pretend the system
doesn’t exist, but you also can’t pre-
tend it works,” Edwards said, “When
oil company lobbyists write
energy laws and drug company lobby-
ists write our prescription drug plan,
it’s regular folks who lose out. And
no matter what anyone tells you, if
the Democratic nominee depends on
insurance company lobbyists to bank-
roll the campaign, we’ll never get the
health care reform America needs.”
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Iowa Caucus Goer secking pres.
candidate — unvrsl health care plan
& provn ablty to win in a red state
rqd. Honest enuf to admt Iraq war
vote was mistake; strng enuf to
stand up to spcl intrsts. No PAC or
Ibyist $$ EVER. Aply by 1/3/08.

Why I am
By John Edwards, Candidate for President

Twenty generations of Americans have
passed on a better life to their children.
But today — unless we change course —
there’s a real danger of our generation
becoming the first to fail that test.

And it's not the fault of the American
people. The American people have not
changed. The American people are still
the strong, courageous people they have
always been. The problem is what our
government has become. It is up to us to
do something about it.

T'am proud to be the only candidate who has
never taken a dime from PACs or lobbyists,
because 1 believe our president should work
for the people —not the special interests.

I've spent my career fighting on behalf
of regular people who don’t have a voice.
I've taken on drug companies, insurance
companies and other powerful interests
—and I've beaten them. As president, Il
restore a government that actually works
for regular Americans again.

I run for president on behalf of my
father who worked in a mill his entire life.

I run for president on behalf of the men and
women who wotked in that mill with my father.

I run for president on behalf of all those

Running

who lost their jobs and the families who
were devastated when that mill closed.

I run for president on behalf of all the
women who have come up to
Elizabeth and me and told us that like
Elizabeth they had breast cancer — but
unlike Elizabeth they did not have
health care coverage.

I run for president on behalf of all
those who came before us, who
ensured we’'d have a better future than
they did — and who have entrusted us
with the same responsibility.

We know this country is better than
what we've seen in recent years. We are
better than NAFTA, Kattina, and
Guantanamo. And 1 am relentlessly
optimistic that together we can build One
America — where evetyone who works
hard eams a decent wage, where every
young person is guaranteed a quality
education, where no one goes to bed
hungry, and whete every single American
has quality health care coverage.

This fight is morte than just an election
for me — it is the cause of my life. I ask
you to join me, because together, we
can bring about the change America
desperately needs.
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